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Spelling Yearly Overview 
 

Middle Primary 
OUTCOMES 

 
Year 3 

 Understand how to use sound–letter relationships and knowledge of spelling rules, compound words, 
prefixes, suffixes, morphemes and less common letter combinations, for example ‘tion’ (ACELA1485) 

 Recognise high frequency sight words (ACELA1486) 
 
Year 4 

 Incorporate new vocabulary from a range of sources into students’ own texts including vocabulary 
encountered in research (ACELA1498) 

 Understand how to use strategies for spelling words, including spelling rules, knowledge of morphemic 
word families, spelling generalisations, and letter combinations including double letters (ACELA1779) 

 Recognise homophones and know how to use context to identify correct spelling (ACELA1780) 
 
Year 5 

 Understand the use of vocabulary to express greater precision of meaning, and know that words can 
have different meanings in different contexts (ACELA1512) 

 Understand how to use banks of known words as well as word origins, prefixes, suffixes and 
morphemes to learn and spell new words (ACELA1513) 

Recognise uncommon plurals, for example ‘foci’ (ACELA1514)Programs Used 
 

 Warm-Up Spelling Mastery 
(Direct Instruction 
Program) 

Phonics Focus  
(Explicit 
Instruction 
Program) 

M100-800 
(High Frequency 
Sight Words) 

Year 3  
 

Reading & 
Spelling Warm 

Up 

Book D  
4 x per week 

 
 

See  
Planners  
Following 

M100 -500 
 

Year 4 Book E 
4 x per week 

M100 - 600 

Year 5 Book F 
4 x per week 

M100 - 700 
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Daily Outline of Spelling Phonics Instruction 
Day 1 

• Introduce the sound focus (linked with handwriting lessons) 
• Introduce the rule 
• Introduce the words (with pictures) 
• Introduce the meanings (oral) 
• Students write words in books (sentences for homework or in class if time permits) 

 
Day 2 

• Revise the sound focus & rule 
• Read through the words 
• Revise meanings 
• Explicit teach what is working in the word (sounds, syllables) 
• Students spell words out loud 
• Students write what is working in the word in their books (dot for graph, underline for digraph etc) 

 
Day 3 

• Revise sound focus & rule 
• Read through words 
• Revise meanings 
• Revise what is working in the word (dot for graph, underline for digraph etc) 
• Spell words out loud 
• Oral sentences using words 
• Meanings match up together as a class 

 
Day 4 

• Test words (no revision) in Friday books 
• Test meanings match up/write up in Friday books 
• Assess work with a score for spelling and score for meaning in Assessment folder 

 

 
 
 

Acceptable Follow up Activities 
 

• Daily use of flashcards (essential) 
• Cloze activities (used in handwriting) 
• Matching meaning to words 
• Dictionary Meanings 
• Sorting words into word families 
• Writing words into sentences 
 

 

 

Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 
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Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 

erm 1 - 1 Classroom Routines, building class culture, bookwork and display standards, classroom management 

2 Silent c (sc) scissors, science, 

scent, scenic, 

scenery, 

crescent, 

muscles, 

descent, 

fascinate, ascent 

tude altitude, attitude, 

latitude, longitude, 

gratitude, magnitude, 

solitude, multitude,  

o ending  tomato, mosquito, torpedo, potato, 

tornado, hero, buffalo, echo, 

volcano, mango, motto, patio, 

soprano, piano, banjo, trio, studio, 

radio, ratio, rodeo 

3 tion  lotion, question, 

affection, 

relation, 

dictionary,  

terr terror, terrible, 

deterrent,  

mediterranean , 

terrify, terrific, 

terracotta, terrain, 

territorial, terrace 

able, ible available, enjoyable, comfortable, 

reasonable, forgivable, flammable, 

remarkable, advisable, noticeable, 

valuable, reversible, flexible, 

horrible, digestible, edible, visible, 

sensible, audible, legible, divisible 

4 sion division, 

explosion, 

television, 

invasion 

ful wonderful, 

unsuccessful, skilful, 

tactful, respectful, 

powerful, peaceful, 

painful, fanciful, 

delightful, beautiful, 

careful,  

se, ce chase, false, sense, dense, verse, 

release, grease, purchase, increase, 

expensive, surface, bounce, palace, 

disgrace, pronounce, announce, 

ambulance, fierce, pierce 

5 ture adventure, 

fracture, 

creature, 

nature, future, 

picture, vulture, 

fixture, capture, 

mature 

ible incompatible, 

accessible, 

compactable, eligible, 

deductible, 

constructible, 

illegible, invisible, 

possible, legible 

long vowel 

magic e 

 

persuade, negotiate, appreciate, 

severe, persevere, fortune, 

consume, reduce, excuse, confuse, 

provide, combine, organise, 

meanwhile, excite, erode, provoke, 

envelope, postpone, explode 

6 gh for ff laugh, cough, 

rough, tough, 

enough, 

draught,  

trough 

tial substantial, spatial, 

sequential, partial, 

potential, martial, 

circumstantial,  

Prefixes im, 

mis, in 

 

imperfect, impolite, impatient, 

imbalance, immature, immobile, 

immovable, misplace, misfortune, 

mislead, misunderstand, indignity, 

indirect, inaccurate, invisible, 

incorrect incomplete, inadequate, 

independent, intolerable 
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Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 

7 v vacate, voice, 

vomit, violet, 

violin, knives, 

hives, five, alive, 

wives, dwarves, 

wolves 

cious vicious, spacious, 

delicious, curvaceous, 

conscious, ferocious, 

precious 

Suffixes –

ian, -ese, -

ish 

Australian, Norwegian, Egyptian, 

Italian, Hungarian, Iranian, 

Indonesian, Malaysian, Argentinian, 

Chinese, Maltese, Vietnamese, 

Portuguese, Lebanese, Japanese, 

Spanish, English, Scottish, Irish, 

Finnish, Danish 

8 dge for j bridge, ridge, 

hedge, judge, 

ledge, sludge, 

dodge, fudge, 

smudge, pledge 

ff effect, effort, 

efficient, effluent, 

effective, 

effervescence, bluff, 

bouffant, affect, 

officer, suffer, official, 

giraffe, daffodil, 

diffuse 

Number 

prefixes bi, 

tri, quad, 

pent, hex, 

hept, oct, 

non, dec 

bicycle, biceps, bikini, bilingual, 

triangle, triplets, trilingual, 

quadrangle, quadriceps, pentagon, 

pentathlon, hexagon, heptathlon, 

September, octopus, octagon, 

nonagon, decade, decagon 

9 tch for ch watch, scratch, 

stretch, sketch, 

match, fetch, 

batch, pitch, 

switch  

ent 

endings 

absorbent, 

agreement, 

announcement, 

apartment, ancient, 

commencement, 

comment, 

commitment, 

detergent, efficient, 

equipment, efficient, 

equipment, garment, 

instrument, 

ornament, persistent, 

torment, 

Homophon

es 

Rain, reign, practise, practice, 

forward, foreword, straight, strait, 

paw, pore, muscle, mussel, lesson, 

lessen, waist, waste, ceiling, sealing, 

check, cheque 

10 aw prawn, lawn, 

hawk, sprawl, 

straw, drawn, 

bawl, brawl, 

paw, shawl 

ance 

endings 

ance – assistance, 

brilliance, 

circumstance, 

resemblance, 

radiance, 

performance, 

nuisance, glance, 

finance, elegance, 

ambulance, chance, 

balance, distance, 

appearance, 

acceptance, entrance, 

substance, instance, 

assistance 

air, aer Airport, airstrip, airsock, airline, 

airy, airtight, airlock, airborne, 

airmail, airconditioner, aerial, 

aerate, aeroplane, aerodrome, 

aerobics, aerosol, aerobatic, 

aerodynamics, aeronautics 
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Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 

11 ci for sh ancient, 

appreciate, 

associate, 

conscious, 

official, 

precious, social, 

sufficient, 

suspicion, 

artificial 

ence 

endings 

ence – absence, 

audience, difference, 

evidence, impatience, 

patience, persistence, 

science, violence, 

resilience, silence, 

commence, 

independence, 

conscience, 

convenience, 

experience 

z, s, si azure, seizure, measure, treasure, 

pleasure, leisure, division, decision, 

erosion, confusion, conclusion, 

transfusion, explosion, occasion, 

abrasion, euthanasia, illusion, 

seclusion, collision, exclusion 

Term 3 - 1 al for l final, spinal, 

trial, denial, 

national, 

vertical, 

horizontal, 

diagonal, 

identical, 

decimal, several, 

hospital, 

chemical, 

carnival, 

artificial, 

unusual 

ge ge – acknowledge, 

badge, damage, 

discourage, ledge, 

leakage, package, 

sledge, vintage, 

wreckage, 

ary, ery dictionary, primary, ordinary, 

secretary, temporary, boundary, 

imaginary, necessary, military, 

stationery hereditary, bakery, 

nursery, surgery, discovery, archery, 

mastery, treachery, slavery, 

refinery, battery, stationary 

2 ol  old, fold, cold, 

gold, molten, 

scold, told, bold, 

hold,  politics, 

acc accident, acceptable, 

accurate, accelerate, 

accessory, 

acceptance, accent, 

accommodate, 

account, accuse 

suffixes –

er, -eer, -ist 

 

jeweller, conjurer, photographer, 

glazier, confectioner, engineer, 

mountaineer, auctioneer, 

electioneer, scientist, pianist, 

dentist, pharmacist, artist, 

journalist, tourist, podiatrist, florist, 

orthodontist, optometrist 

3 Double 

letters 

shopping, 

willing, missing, 

tripping, 

bidding, robber, 

tomorrow, 

cuddle, carrot, 

juggle 

ier tier, pier, chandelier, 

friendlier, courier, 

messier, noisier, 

heavier, healthier 

gue, gu, gh dialogue, rogue, catalogue, fatigue, 

league, intrigue, plague, colleague, 

vague, disguise, guidance, guardian, 

guillotine, guerrilla, guarantor, 

guile, ghoul, ghetto, gherkin, ghastly 
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Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 

4 Double cc account, 

acclaim, 

accommodation

, account, 

accumulate, 

accustom 

sym symbol, symptom, 

sympathy, 

symmetrical, 

symmetry, 

sympathetic, 

symphony 

al, wel, til, 

fil, ful 

almost, already, although, 

altogether, welcome, welfare, until, 

instil, delightful, awful, powerful, 

careful, fearful, graceful, hopeful, 

skilful, thankful, watchful, 

wonderful 

5 oor for or & 

our  

door, floor, four, 

your, court, 

source, course, 

mourn, 

fourteen, fourth 

 

cial artificial, beneficial, 

crucial, facial, official, 

racial, commercial, 

social, special, 

residential,  specialty 

eponyms 

(named 

after who 

invented/ 

discovered) 

lamington, sandwich, valentine, 

pavlova,  morse code, spoonerism, 

arachnid, pasteurise, diesel, 

hooligan, cardigan, vaults, biro, 

teddy, hygiene, banksia, leotard, 

Braille, celsius, python 

6 al for l final, spinal, 

trial, denial, 

national, 

vertical, 

horizontal, 

diagonal, 

identical, 

decimal, several, 

hospital, 

chemical, 

carnival, 

artificial, 

unusual 

ou (tour) croup, tour, caribou, 

ghoul, tourist, troupe, 

route, mousse, group, 

youth 

ew, oo & 

eo for o 

Sew, sews, sewed, sewn, unsewn, 

brooch, brooches, yeoman 

7 silent l could, almond, 

salmon, should, 

half, calm 

age 

(sausage) 

usage, sausage, 

leakage, wastage, 

breakage, barrage, 

discourage, dressage, 

garage, spoilage 

aigh 

et 

au 

straight, straightaway, straighten,  

croquet, crochet, crocheted, 

crocheting, bouquet, bouquets 

gauge, gauged, gauging, auger, 

gaugeable 

8 silent t castle, whistle, 

kitchen, 

Christmas, 

mortgage, 

ballet, buffet, 

crochet, 

gourmet, valet, 

fasten 

Silent 

letters 

(h, g, k, w,) 

align, foreign, 

knuckle, knives, 

honour, rhythm, 

wreak, wrecked, 

written, knight 

ed filled, chilled, alarmed, palmed, 

tamed, loomed, entombed, 

combed, reigned, whistled, 

fractured, manufactured, triggered, 

bloomed, sprained, maimed, 

stained 
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Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 

9 silent u silhouette, 

circuit, guinea 

pig, guest, 

guilty, biscuit, 

guillotine, 

disguise, guitar, 

guide, plague 

Silent 

letters 

(c, n, b, t, 

s) 

scissors, scenery, 

autumn, condemn, 

subtle, doubtful, 

rapport, moisten, 

island, debris 

wh for h who, whose, whom, whole, 

whomever, whoever, wholly, 

wholesale, wholeheartedly, 

wholemeal, whole-wheat, 

wholesome 

10 rh rhinestone, 

rhinoceros, 

rhyme, rhythm, 

rhubarb, 

rhombus, 

Prefix 

Semi/anti 

semicircle, semicolon, 

semitrailer, semifinal, 

semibreve, antibiotic, 

antidote, 

anticlockwise, 

antigravity, 

lm & mn & 

gm for m 

calm, psalm, qualm, palm, qualms, 

autumn, column, columnist damn, 

damned, hymn, diaphram 

Term 4 - 1 or for er Liquor, razor, 

anchor, error, 

motor, author, 

visitor, director, 

investor, 

protector  

Plurals 

 

Mango – mangoes etc   

Knife – knives etc   

Baby – babies etc  

Salmon, sheep, fish, 

woman – women  

Child – children 

gn & ph for 

n 

gnat, gnarl, gnocchi, gnome, gnaw, 

gnash, gnawing, gnarled, gnu, 

pneumonia, pneumatic, pneumonic 

2 our for or &  

ore for or 

four, fore, core, 

pour, your, 

court, 

downpour, 

fourteen, 

fourth, course, 

source, mourn, 

morning 

Antonyms 

Synonyms 

Little, small, big, Man, 

gent, woman, Employ, 

hire, fire, Minimum. 

Least, maximum 

Vacant, empty. 

occupied, Stationary, 

still, mobile, 

Permanent,  enduring  

temporary 

Talk, converse, 

silence, Loath, hate, 

love, Forbid, prohibit, 

allow 

ere, eir & 

ayer 

where, whereas, whereby, 

wherefore, somewhere, 

everywhere, their, theirs, prayer, 

prayers, therein, therefore, 

thereupon, nowhere, thereabouts 
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Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 

3 ssion session, 

admission, 

aggression, 

commission, 

compassion, 

confession, 

expression, 

recession, 

progression, 

passion, 

submission, 

discussion, 

impression 

Suffix 

-ship 

friendship, 

relationship, 

partnership, 

premiership, 

township, leadership, 

penmanship, 

showmanship, 

th and ed 

for t 

Thomas, Thai, Thailand, thyme, 

bumped, rushed, reached, washed, 

voiced, joked, tapped, hiked, 

snapped, sliced, cropped, stalked 

4 ory accessory, 

compulsory, 

victory, 

territory, 

history, story, 

advisory, 

category, 

satisfactory, 

factory, sensory, 

victory,   

ch in ti  

and te  

and tu 

question,  

righteous 

future, capture, 

picture, fracture, 

manufacture, 

moisture, pasture, 

posture, stature 

ear, au & er heart, heartbeat, heartburn, 

heartache, heartworm, 

heartbroken, laugh, laughter, 

laughable, laughing, aunt, aunties, 

aunty, sergeant, sergeants, 

heartfelt, heartily 

5 ought bought, 

brought, fought, 

ought, thought, 

wrought, 

Suffix 

 –ous/-

ious 

courageous, 

humorous, 

prosperous, famous, 

glorious, studious, 

religious, victorious, 

spacious, various 

ce & s for 

sh 

ocean, oceanic, oceanarium, 

oceanography, sure, surely, issue, 

tissue,  

6 ious ambitious, 

cautious, 

curious, furious, 

infectious, 

notorious, 

hilarious, 

mysterious, 

suspicious, 

religious, 

previous, 

obvious,    

Homopho

nes 

 

bear, bare, sail, sale, 

bail, bale, course, 

coarse,  grown, groan, 

stake, steak, board, 

bored, piece, peace, 

steal, steel, seen, 

scene 

sci & ch for 

sh 

conscience, conscientious, machine, 

machinery, brochure, schedule, 

moustache, champagne, chauffeur, 

chateau, chalet, chef 



9 | P a g e  
 

Week Year 3  
Focus 

Year 3 
Word List 

Year 4 
Focus 

Year 4 
Word List 

Year 5 
Focus 

Year 5 
Word List 

7 tri triangular, 

triathlon, tribal, 

triumph, triceps, 

tripod 

Building 

word 

families 

Play, 

playful 

play, playful, played, 

swim, swam, 

swimming 

oe, ough & 

eau for o 

toes, woe, roe, joey, cargoes, 

tomatoes, though, dough, doughy, 

bureau, plateau, chateau 

8 uni unicycle, 

uniform, 

uniformity, 

university, 

universe, unites,  

au, augh, 

ough 

 

author, authority, 

dinosaur, cause, 

caution, astronaut, 

haunted, launch, 

applaud, exhaust, 

laundry, caught, 

taught, daughter, 

ought, naughty, 

nought, thought, 

fought, sought 

ps for s psychology, pseudonym, psalm, 

psychiatry, psychic, psychological, 

psychopath, psychiatric, 

psychologist, psychiatrist  

9 Revision & Pack Up 

 

 

 

 

 


